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Walking Tour Brochures 

ur walking tour brochures continue to be an 
enormous hit.  We continue to distribute over 60 
per month from the gazebo in the cemetery.  

Over 600 per year (50 per month) have been 
distributed via the web site. 

Taylor Family Fence Restoration 

his year the Friends successfully repaired 
Memory Hill Cemetery’s Taylor family fence, 

a.k.a. The Skulls’ Head Fence, which had been 
damaged by a fallen limb, tree roots uprooting the 
coping, and an attempted theft.  George DuPree, our 
blacksmith, did another fine job at dealing with the 
bends, breaks and missing medallions that plagued the 
loose part of this fence.  The Friends also de-rusted 
and painted about half the fence so that it would 
match the new repair and be better preserved.  

 
Taylor Fence lying loose against a tree stump. 

 
Taylor Fence after repair. 

 
 

Humphries / Raines Family Cemetery 
 

ence work didn’t stop with the Taylor family 
fence. Our member Valette Jordan Adkins 
received help from the Friends on cleaning, 

spraying, mortaring bricks, fixing a monument, and 
painting a fence in the Elisha Humphries / Raines 
family cemetery. 

     One of the greatest challenges Valette faced was  
saving a severely damaged 100+ year old fence.  This 
delicate fence was a wire fence made in about 1900 in 
Terre Haute, Indiana by the Up-to-Date 
Manufacturing Co.   First it was straightened and 
stabilized.  Then Friends, Brenda Briley, Anne 
Collier, and Sue Harrington joined Valette to de-rust 
and paint the fence.  It turned out beautifully! 

 

Sue Harrington, Valette Adkins and Anne Collier 

celebrate after completing the Humphries / Raines 

family fence. 

  Upcoming Odd Fellows Fence Project  

 

e next have our sights on repairing the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows (I.O.O.F.) 
fence in Memory Hill Cemetery.  The 

I.O.O.F. called themselves odd fellows because it 
was thought odd to find people organized for the 
purpose of giving aid to those in need and pursuing 
projects for the benefit of all people. The fence was 
installed sometime between 1843 when the 
Milledgeville I.O.O.F. lodge started and 1874 when a 
burial occurred in the lot.  The fence is irreplaceable - 
artistically, historically and financially.  

O

T

F

W

Friends of 

Baldwin 

County 

Cemeteries, 

Inc. 



Friends of Baldwin County Cemeteries, Inc.                                                                         Volume 11, June 2013 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Carpenter Bees Eliminated! 

n 2012, the gazebo in Memory Hill was under 
severe attack from carpenter bees!  If you’ve ever 
dealt with them you know they make a mess along 

with their damage from tunneling.  The seats in the 
gazebo had many holes on their undersides.  We have 
virtually eliminated the problem by spraying and 
filling the holes and painting over the bottom of the 
seats.  Binion Grimes donated a carpenter bee trap, 
which has been instrumental in catching and killing  
the bees as they returned this spring. 

Protecting Our Unmarked Burials 

ecause of irregularities in family lot ownership, 
the disturbance of an unmarked grave in 2011, 

and the moving of gravestones to make lots look 
empty,  the City performed ground penetrating radar 
of Memory Hill cemetery in late 2011 to better 
understand the problem.  The radar found roughly 
1200 unmarked graves.  As the unmarked graves were 
found, pieces of rebar were inserted in the centers of 
the graves to enable a metal detector to find the graves 
later.  In 2012, a map was created and shows every 
grave, both marked and unmarked, along with major 
structures in the cemetery.   

    For a time, this map was not made public.  
Unfortunately during this time, a burial occurred that 
nearly impinged upon an unmarked burial.  The 
actions of some of our members finally forced the 
City to make the map public. The map was given on a 
CD to funeral homes to check for unmarked graves 
before they begin digging. 

    To allow families to check their lots for unmarked 
graves, we recombined the maps by section and put 
the maps on our Memory Hill website at 
http://friendsofcems.org/memoryhill/MapUse.html.  
Scroll down to the Ground Penetrating Radar map 
area and click on the section of interest.  You may 
also download the entire original PDF version of the 
map from the same page. 

    While we believe the maps are extremely 
important, we are concerned that maps on digital 
media such as CDs and reliance on funeral homes to 
check them before digging is not a long-term solution.  
Digital media quickly become obsolete as new media 
types are developed.  Funeral home directors change 
over time and the need for checking the maps may be 
forgotten.   

    We have pushed for permanent markers on the 
ground to clearly identify the unmarked graves.  To 
that end we have offered to purchase fieldstones for 

all of the unmarked graves (pillow markers are too 
expensive).  Fieldstones (see picture below) are in 
keeping with the age and historic nature of the 
cemetery.  Unfortunately, the City has stipulated that 
each lot owner must approve before any fieldstones 
can be placed on that owner’s lot.  This stipulation 
makes fieldstones infeasible since only about half of 
the lot owners are known and finding the other half is 
a time-consuming effort. 

 

 

 

    However, if you own a lot and have an unmarked 
grave on it and would like the grave marked with a 
fieldstone, please let us know and we will see to it that 
a fieldstone is placed. 

    Happily, all the markers that were known to have 
been moved (to make lots look empty so that the lots 
could be transferred to new owners) have been moved 
back to their original positions.  In one case, we found 
the marker’s base still in its original position 
underground, so the marker was reattached to its base. 

Brick Wall Repair 

oose bricks in the DeLaunay-DuBourg walled lot 
have been “walking away” the last few years.  We 

repaired the wall as shown below. 

  

DeLaunay-DuBourg wall before and after repair. 
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New fieldstones marking unmarked graves, along 

with 2 markers returned to their original positions 

over their owners’ graves. 


